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journal homepage: www.jfma-onl ine.comOBITUARYKuan-Teh Jeang, MD, PhD
September 23, 1958eJanuary 27, 2013It is with much sadness that we inform readers of the
sudden passing away of Professor Kuan-Teh Jeang on
January 27, 2013.
He was born in Taichung, Taiwan on September 23, 1958,
but spent his childhood in Libya. Teh moved to the United
States when he was 12 years old and entered the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology at 16. After obtaining his
MD and PhD degrees from Johns Hopkins University, he
joined the NIH in 1985 where he became Chief of the
Molecular Virology Section in 1993 in the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases’ Laboratory of Molecular
Microbiology.
Teh was a major figure in the fields of HIV and HTLV-1.
His lab studied the host factors that influence the patho-
genesis of HIV-1 and HTLV-I. Under his leadership, some of
his group’s notable findings included: new insights into RNA
modification and RNA-binding factors that affect HIV-1
post-transcriptional gene expression; successful genome-
wide characterization of 252 human host cell factors in
Jurkat T cells that contribute to HIV-1 replication; and the0929-6646/$ - see front matter Copyright ª 2013, Elsevier Taiwan LLC
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jfma.2013.02.004characterization of several oncogenic microRNAs and their
role in HTLV-1 oncogenesis.
In recent years, Teh was the recipient of the Interna-
tional Retrovirology Association’s Dale McFarlin Memorial
Award in 2011, BioMed Central’s Open Access “Editor of the
Year” in 2010, and several Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
grant awards in 2011e2013. In 2008, he was elected an
academician of Academia SinicadTaiwan’s preeminent
academic institution.
In his 27 years with the NIH, Teh co-authored more than
300 publications and edited six books. He was the Founding
Editor and Editor-in-Chief of Retrovirology, Associate Editor
of Cell & Bioscience, and Associate Editor of Cancer
Research. He also sat on the editorial board of numerous
other scientific journals, including that of the Journal of
the Formosan Medical Association (JFMA). During his term
as an International Editorial Board member of this journal,
Teh contributed several Perspectives and Review papers,
organized an international symposium for the JFMA and
converted the discussion therein to a few Review articles
that were later published in the JFMA, anddmost impor-
tantlydadvised the Editorial Board in Taipei on how the
journal could be improved, generously sharing his experi-
ence as Editor-in-Chief of Retrovirology (the fourth-ranked
journal out of 32 journals in the category “Virology” in the
2011 JCR Science Edition) on how to steer a journal towards
success.
Teh was also the Immediate Past President of the Society
of Chinese Bioscientists in America, playing an important
role in calling for increased representation in leadership
positions for Asian-American scientists.
While Teh’s death comes as a blow to the NIH, the global
retrovirus research community, and the Taiwan scientific
community, our thoughts and condolences are with Teh’s
family: his wife Diane, a veterinarian with the FDA’s Office
of Regulatory Affairs, and his three children David, Diana
and John.
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